
   Vocabulary 

1. Vita est bona.     

2. Patria mea bona est. 

3. Magna tuba non est tuba tua. 

4. Terra mea parva est. 

5. Culpa mea non est magna. 

6. Tubae pulchrae sunt. 

7. Viae sunt bonae et parvae. 

 

1. The water is good. 

2. My land is beautiful and big. 

3. The trumpet is small. 

4. Your fatherland is beautiful. 

5. The faults are small. 

6. Your native country and soul are not good. 

7. The good streets are large.  

Practice with the Nominative Case (Subject/Predicate Sentences) 

Beginning Church Latin, Lesson 1 

Notes:  No defininte/indefinite articles in Latin (a, an, & the). 

       Adjectives that denote size often go before the noun, others after. 
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Adjectives                                

(shown with First                    

Declension endings)  

bona, -ae good 

magna, -ae large,  

  great 

parva, -ae small 

pulchra, -ae beautiful 

mea, -ae my/mine 

tua, -ae  yours 

 

Useful Little Words 

 et and 

 non not 

  

Nouns (First Declension) 

    aqua, -ae, f.   water 

    anima, -ae, f.  soul 

    culpa, -ae, f.   fault 

    patria, -ae, f.   fatherland, 

  native country 

    terra, -ae, f.     land 

    tuba, -ae, f.     trumpet 

    via, -ae, f.       street, way 

    vita, -ae, f.      life 

Verbs  

 est  (he/she/it) is 

 sunt  (they) are 

English Translation Latin Composition 

  Nouns: Introducing the Nominative Case,                     

(1st Declension) 

          

  

 

  

                                                 

 Nouns in Latin denote persons, places, things, 

and ideas, as in English. However, nouns do their jobs in 

Latin is by using special endings. These endings are 

grouped into declensions and cases.  Declensions are 

families of nouns that share the same endings, and cases 

show what job each noun is doing in a sentence.  

      Use the Nominative Case to express the subject of a 

sentence. The subject tells us who or what is doing some-

thing in a sentence.  And adjectives used to describe the 

subject must have “matching” endings: they must indicate 

the same case, gender and number. (In these first de-

clension exercises, endings will match exactly in appear-

ance, as you will see.) 

-a -ae 

-ae -ārum 

-ae -īs 

-am -ās 

-ā -īs 


